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Spelling: r-Controlled Vowel /ûr/ 

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

 10. 

 11. 

 12. 

 13. 

 14. 

 15. 

 16. 

 17. 

 18. 

 19. 

 20. 

 21. 

 22. 

 23. 

 24. 

 25. 

Fold back the paper 
along the dotted line. 
Use the blanks to write 
each word as it is read 
aloud. When you fi nish 
the test, unfold the 
paper. Use the list at 
the right to correct any 
spelling mistakes.

Review Words

Challenge Words

 1. word

 2. nerve

 3. squirt

 4. verse

 5. surf

 6. lurk

 7. work

 8. stern

 9. spurts

 10. lurch

 11. blurt

 12. thirst

 13. spur

 14. learning

 15. shirt

 16. midterm

 17. return

 18. squirm

 19. swerve

 20. yearns

 21. aboard

 22. barge

 23. scarce

 24. merging

 25. rehearse
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Spelling: r-Controlled Vowel /ûr/

1. st   n

2. squ   m

3 . l    ning

4. v   se

5. l   k

6. y    ns

7. l   ch

8. th   st

9. n   ve

10. ret   n

11. sp   ts

 12. sw   ve

13. bl   t

 14. s   f

15. squ   t

B. Write these words on the lines in reverse alphabetical order: 
midterm, word, work, shirt, spur. 

16.  18.  20. 

17.  19. 

word surf spurts spur return
nerve lurk lurch learning squirm
squirt work blurt shirt swerve
verse stern thirst midterm yearns

A. Fill in the missing letters in each word to form a spelling word. Then write 
the spelling word on the line.
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Spelling: r-Controlled Vowel /ûr/

word surf spurts spur return
nerve lurk lurch learning squirm
squirt work blurt shirt swerve
verse stern thirst midterm yearns

A. Write the spelling words that contain the matching spelling pattern . 

/ûr/ spelled er

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4 . 

5. 

/ûr/ spelled ir

 6. 

 7. 

 8 . 

 9. 

/ûr/ spelled ear

 10.  

 11. 

 /ûr/ spelled ur

 12 . 

 13. 

 14. 

 15. 

 16. 

 17. 

 18  . 

/ ûr/ spelled or

 19 . 

 20. 

B. Compare the words stern and yearns. How are they alike? How are 
they different?  
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Spelling: r-Controlled Vowel /ûr/

word surf spurts spur return
nerve lurk lurch learning squirm
squirt work blurt shirt swerve
verse stern thirst midterm yearns

A. Write the spelling word that matches each defi nition below .

 1. a unit of speech 

 2. a test 

 3.  clothing for the upper body 

  

 4. to come back 

 5. confi dence 

 6. serious 

B. Write the spelling word that best completes each sentence.

 7. Water shot out from the old faucet in .

 8. What is your favorite  in this poem?

 9. Juice quenches my  in the morning.

 10. I had to  to miss a bump in the road.

 11. What type of  does a vet’s assistant do?

 12. The kitten will  if I hold it too long.

 13. I changed clothes on the  of the moment.

 14. The dentist may  water in your mouth.

 15. The shy boy will often  in the background.

 16. I will  today if the waves are high enough.

 17. While  any new skill, you must be patient.

 18. Don’t  out your opinion when I am speaking!

 19. She  for ice cream in the summer.

 20. The old train car will  from side to side.
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Spelling: r-Controlled Vowel /ûr/ 

A. Underline the three misspelled words in each paragraph below. Write the 
words correctly on the lines.

 When it comes to skiing, count me out! The slopes are crowded. You have to 
swearve around other skiers. I’d rather stay inside near the fi re and quench my thurst with 
some tasty apple cider. Then when the weather warms up, I’ll go to the beach and serf.

  1.  2.  3. 

Skiing is my favorite sport. I love being outdoors on a cleer winter day. Who wants 
to lirk inside when you can ski down snowy slopes? My brother yerns to go to the beach, 
but I’d much rather be skiing!

 4.  5.  6. 

Writing Activity

B. Write an opinion about a sport. Tell why you like or dislike it. Use at 
least four spelling words in your writing.
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Spelling: r-Controlled Vowel /ûr/

Fold back the paper 
along the dotted line. 
Use the blanks to write 
each word as it is read 
aloud. When you fi nish 
the test, unfold the 
paper. Use the list at 
the right to correct any 
spelling mistakes.

Review Words

Challenge Words

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

 10. 

 11. 

 12. 

 13. 

 14. 

 15. 

 16. 

 17. 

 18. 

 19. 

 20. 

 21. 

 22. 

 23. 

 24. 

 25. 

 1. word

 2. nerve

 3. squirt

 4. verse

 5. surf

 6. lurk

 7. work

 8. stern

 9. spurts

 10. lurch

 11. blurt

 12. thirst

 13. spur

 14. learning

 15. shirt

 16. midterm

 17. return

 18. squirm

 19. swerve

 20. yearns

 21. aboard

 22. barge

 23. scarce

 24. merging

 25. rehearse
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